-

| LpBENATE

SECKe T i

PR .
No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/07/08 : LOC-HAK-559-25-1-3
CovaW5 coseciorD
PRECEDENCE

T0:

GCOnFPELT [Fol.

THE SECCET7EY

INFO:

- SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

FROM: THE S1702 770N 200rr

CLASSIFICATION

FOR CORCENTER USE ONLY

CEX
. LDX PAGES _ﬁ_.__
TTY CITE

TOHAK 10

WhiA FURM 8, 22 FEB 74

. : vy | _~ /A/D O CH VA
s T RER

9

No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/07/08 : LOC-HAK-559-25-1-3

ph-~
= -
ov .
o .
™
—

MORI PAGES 3-8 PER C0O3014935

3

State Dept. review competed pages
3-8




oaranrer Hfﬂl'ﬂmu-'

&= No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/07/08 : LOC-HAK-559-25-1 33 e
: e le T -’ s
, NOFae N/ VoD rS \ b ian i
e Cov7ans CodecsorrD FOR COMMCENTER USE ONLY
F’RECEQENCE .. CLASSIFICATION

EROM: THE St70R 710N EO00rr

TO: GO FERL T fokll. o
THE SECREmEY -

INFO:

SPI’ZCIAL INSTRUCTIONS: . -

'TC?H/—’)/C’ o
COP\) ?-_-cl:: 2

WhieA FORM B, 22 FEB 73

No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/07/08 : LOC-HAK-559-25-1-3




 New Cabinet in Saigon | e e

‘tion to the Twe Party Joint Military Commission in

- hot made any secraet dezl with the Communists and to push
home <hils point, claimed that he would not agree to a .
- @ecalition govarnment. He did say, however, that his n o
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The Bituation in Indochina | CE

(As Of 1600 EST)
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SOUTH VIETNAM - . - | e

: 1. In 8 70=-minute public address, Presidént Thieu )
today annouhced that he had accepted the rosignation of .. ...
Prime Minister ¥Xhiem and his ontire c¢abinet and had ‘
appointed Lower liouse leadur Nguyen RBa Can to form g
hew government. Thieu did not provide any details on
who ie to ba in the new cabinet, although earliex he

had signed an order appeinting Brigadier Genoral Phan .
Hoa Hiep as the new information minister, Hiep pre~ .. L

viously has sorved as head of the government's delega= %

Saigon established under the ceasefire agreement,
. 2. Thieu's address blamed recent «ovoriment Eab—. .

backs on a variety of causes-~the lack of US palitical -~ o
and economic support, the undisciplined actions of mild-
taxy commanders, panlcky civilians, and Viet Cong infil~

tratoxrs among the refugees. He malntained that he had e

government would be willing to rasume discussions in Paris.
as c¢alled for in the cease-fire agreemcnt. _ b ode
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». No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/07/08 : LOC-HAK-559-25-1-3



" punichnant. for those army comman

posass.

He warnaed that additiona

ders who had

l Communist attacks could be

- expected soon and th

ahandoned thaif"ﬁ

defend its remaining territory.

‘oo, 4+ Thisu's speech did not have the ring of s man wha - -

. intends to resign h 8 office. He yag, moredvey, less than
subtle in distribuyting blame for khs racent military debacle,
‘faulting everyone but himself. He wag especially eriticel of.

. the US, charging that hiz originael 4
highlands was forced on him by the 1

: €. Zhilew's spasch comes in th
arreste this moxning of individuals
plokting, The only person among the
axveated of any prominence was Hguye

at the government must be_ proparcd tp - -

ecision to abanfon the .
oss of US zupport, '

5 L
e wake of additional .
charged with solp

nine or 10 peopla !
h Van Ngan, Thiew's -fop-:

mer. political adviser and organizer,  Ngan is believed to .

- .

id@as *

:

N@rth'V1aénamese Military Moves
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' lorth Vietnamasa 2nd Corps., which hag been'
nctiveain gggti viatnam's two porthern provinces for ma:&-
than a year, has also begun shirting farthor south. 332t§
headquarters controls threa infantry divisions--the t-"
3748, and the 325th, These units took part in the figh -
ing in the northern paxt of Militaxy Region 1 and are probw
ably shifting sowth to consolidate their recent ggins.~ o

e pelta ' o L
hctic?o.n The level of Communist milicary action wantinuéﬁ.m

g a provincegz. For thoe first uime gluoc.
ggvgisihéncggﬁuﬁfigs gired four rockets into CTan Tho-ﬂiﬁf.
Sharﬁ fighting erupted in Vinh Long Provlnee aarlg %n o

april.d4, and communist units have penetratad the ae anawm.ﬁﬁ
C Minh Duc Pistrict town. Communist sappers.also gasgi?ﬁﬂ

a 200-foot bridge, thereby closing the voad to nearby Viah:
'ginh Province. A 200-round mortar barxrage preceded the . )

sttack and caused heavy civilian casualties in ﬁha.mafkatai
?@xt to the bridge. The Comiunists have also cut the iag

;orthaast of the Kien Glang Province capihal of Rach,Glﬁ.

T
-

o " Mountlhg Fearx for Can Tho City

' | ‘ ‘ ingly conaetnod

11. MR-4 officials are bucoming increas Ly & P
mraunist thyeat te Can Tho city, Commanders 6
ggzugeggécggfident ¢hat their forces will bhe sble to contal

- onmunist attacks bece | -
' g;rgggtgaﬁy and their forces could fall apart under heavy

communist pressure, They fear that if any one of theix ™+

gaven roeygular battallons facing the Horth Vietnamese 4th ¢

ause they suspect that morale mey

pivision should hreak, panic will set in and the ent&rahgtgy3_;

Aefense could collapse within hours.. ‘ |

‘ - e tha regional cammandékfﬂ&
12,  Because of thoo S Fidon f Can Tho's dafendsr:
taking steps to build the confidence o© 3: =

‘ i lage to the territoxial
. - He is deploying his_arTy units © ‘ ‘ i
T T TUESTeeE Lo Trrungthon the joint defensce of the gity, pd}?@

-




&

.1s_trying to Instill the convigtion that MR-4‘W1i1_ba

|
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defended well and asuccessfully. On April 4, a regimentel ™
commandey wag relleved for lack of aggressivenoss. '

Moc Hoa City Threatened

13. In eddition to the c¢urrent threats to Can Tho and
My Tho cities, regional commanders are now anticipating a
major attack against Moc Hoa, the capital of Kien Tuong

b
AW

Province. Thrae regiments of the North Vietnamese 5th Eivi“;“
A

slon may be in place to attack the city., GCovernment offi~
¢lals wexrs eHpscting an attack on the night of April 3, bu

. ¥,
apparently it was delayed because of supply problenms, o

- 14. Flements of the South Viatnamese Stﬁ.ﬁivisi@n; S
gupported by armor, are defending Moc Hoa., Of the 60 afy .

stiikes scheduled for April 4, the regional command hag’ @ [

directed 30 to the 9th Division. This is a marked depax-]
ture from the mid-March edict that air support would not
ba Tiown witere “rhodanger from SA~7 missiles is great, -

o ‘ Sy '::,"1331"_
15. Reglonal officlals fesl there is good reason to
believe that the gQVanment forces defending Moc MHoa will ..
‘bold, but thay guickly point out that, if thay da not, the |

" 9th Division could hacome ineffective as a fighting unie, . %

A defeat of this division could geriously undermine. the
cenfidence of other government units in the delta,

yiliiged ¥
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The Tactical Situation

1. Government units on April 4 (Phnom Penh time)
abandoned & village four miles northweast of Pochentong
Afrport glving tho Communists a second position within'
easy rocket and artillery range of the alrport.

", 2. Government unit¢s last night repul ed fredh 1nu‘
surgent attacks near the dike five miles north of 'the
airrort . _Sporadic but inconclusive fightlng continued
on other hattlafronts around the capital. i

' 3, A Xhmer air force pilot yesterday snotted abauh_
1,000 Conmunist trcops near Route 5 gsome 10 miles ‘north.

of Phrnom Penh. Only 8ix T-28s were avallable to atrxike .
-8t this troop concentration. In addition to the two "“.
tactical aircraft destroyed by rocket fire against Pogh-

entong yosterday, four wthers were put out of 'operation i’

' by shrapnel damage., Somé 20 rockets hit neaxr the air-
Fleld this morning, but no further damage waa reported..

.Politi cal Davelophants

e 5. labassador Dean cal]ed on acting prasiﬁant
Saukham Kay today and found him deepnlv concernad about

recent developments in the northwestern provincial capie.
tal of DBattambang-~Cambodia's ‘second largest olty., Com=

hunist forves have been closing ih on Dattamband for ‘the'”
paat Tew weecks and Koy reparts that students have issugd
a resolution «¢alling for the surrender of the city and
tha yeturn of Prince Sihsnouk. If Battambang docs in
fart surrender, Koy f£sars that governtent forces in other
areas of the country will rapidly follow su;t.

)
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’ 6, Kay also aaid that Lon ol had dal& ed h: da; i o
toe long and’that it is impossible to xeverag tha currgg@,gra

-, trend of events. In response to Ambassador Dean's auestiong. ..
-" about possible contingencey plans, Koy sald. that 18 's. “molae

+ tion" is not found, remaining leuders in Phnom Pﬂﬂh.mav have
ke £ind a way to flee the country. Prime Minister Long nora

: and Forelgn Ministexr Keuky Lim are planninhg to return to
. " Phnom Penh ovar the woekend, bLut their arrival will prnbahl'
do littla to boost sagging governmant morale. » et

'Evacuation Status f' : . : o - s

7. W¥With third=countyry national&, Cambodians. and. allz
non-essential US personnel now being evacuated,. our infarmnf
tion of the exact number of evacuges,in Phnom Penh is
sketchy and is likely to remain so. On Apxil 3, the avac-..
uation list totaled 1072 pexsons (Americans, thira- count
nationals, and Cambodians). This number b ha :
ably bean raduced gubstantially.

| | _Ambassadox Dean an G.have been
authorizcd to implenent the final phase of Eagle Pull at
thair diﬂuzotion. L
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